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Hiroyoshi Ohashi* : A new species of Sophora 
(Leguminosae) from Bhutan, E. Himalaya 

fr«** 

(PL XVI) 

In the course of taxonomic studies on leguminous plants collected from Bhutan 
by the members (H. Hara, T. Yamazaki, H. Kanai, O. Tanaka, G. Murata, and 
the writer) of the Third Botanical Expedition to Eastern Himalaya in 1967, it be¬ 
came necessary to describe a plant of Sophora as a new species. The species grows 
in remarkably moist forests composed chiefly of such subtropical evergreen broad¬ 
leaved trees as Castanopsis , Myrsine , Eugenia , and Symplocos with a number of 
epiphytes as Piper , Peperomia , Rhaphidophora , Cymhidium^ Dendrobium , etc. 

Sophora fohutanica Ohashi, sp. nov.—PI. XVI; Fig. 1, a—e. 

Frutex 1-2 m altus; ramuli primo densius ferrugineo-tomentosi, mox glabri. 

Folia alterna, imparipinnata, 15- 
25 cm longa, stipulis subulatis, 
ca. 10 mm Iongis; foliola 13-17 
(-21), lateralia subopposita vel 
alterna, subcoriacea, lanceolata 
vel oblonga, apice acuminata vel 
leviter caudata, basi obtusa vel 
attenuata, (4-)7-8(-10) cm longa, 
(1.5-) 2.0-2.5 cm lata, supra 
fusco-viridia et glabra, subtus 
fulvo-viridia et breviter fulvo- 
pubescentia. Racemi 22-27 cm 
longi, dense 40-60-flori; pedicelli 
(6-) 8-10 mm longi, densius 

ferrugineo-tomentosi. Bracteae 
lanceolatae, 5-10 mm longae, 

* Department of Botany, Faculty of Science, University of Tokyo, Hongo, Tokyo. 

** no. i6. k 



Fig. 1. Sophora bhutanica (a-e) and S. Prazeri (f). 
a. flower, Xl.6; b. vexillum, X2.5; c. wing, 
x2.5;d. keel, x2.5;e. legume, X0.7 (a-e drawn 
from TI-14059); f. legume of S. Prazeri (drawn 
from S. Mokim-19, Upper Burma: KachinHills, 
Sima, alt. 5,000 ft., Dec. 1899. CAL-133466). 
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appresse et dense hirsutae. Calyx campanulatus, basi postice gibbosus, apice trun- 
catus, 10-12 mm longus, 5-6 mm latus, densius brunneo-tomentosus. Corolla alba, 
glabra, 16-17 mm longa; vexillum obovatum, ca. 16 mm longum, sessile, versus 
apicem recurvatum, apice emarginatum; alae ca. 14 mm longae, unguiculatae, 
unguibus ca. 5 mm longis; carina e petalis duobus vix coalita, ca. 14 mm longa, 
rectiuscula vel leviter incurva, laminis ca. 7 mm longis, apice obtusa. Legumen 
moniliforme, indehiscens, 7-12 cm longum, 2-4-spermum, breviter pubescens. Semina 
matura 10-12 mm longa, 7-8 mm lata, ellipsoida, rubra. 

Hab. Bhutan: between Bhotokha and Rinchu, alt. 1450-1500 m (May 8, 1967. 
14481 fr., 14492 fr., 14528 buds, 14548 fr.); between Rinchu and Mishichen, alt. 
1500-1600 m (May 9, 1967. Kanai, Murata, Ohashi, Tanaka, & Yamazaki. 14037 
fr., 14055 buds, 14059 fl. & fr.—typus in TI, 14060 fl.); between Mishichen and 
Khosa, alt. 1600-1700 m (May 10, 1967. 13631 fr., 13635 fr.). 

The new species appears to be related to S. Benthamii Steenis of Eastern 
Himalaya, Khasia, Assam, and Mishmi and to S. Prazeri Prain of northern 
Burma, but is clearly distinguishable from the former by the colour of corolla, the 
size of stipules, etc., and from the latter mainly by the shape and size of leaflets 
and raceme, as tabulated below respectively. 


S. bhutanica 

(1) Branchlets densely ferruginous-tomen- 
tose, later glabrescent. 

(2) Leaves 15-25 cm long. 

(3) Stipules about 10 mm long. 

(4) Raceme long peduncled, longer than 
the subsequent leaves. 

(5) Pedicels as long as the calyx. 

(6) Calyces about 10 mm long. 

(7) Corollae pure white, 16-17 mm long. 

(8) Pods with rather dense short hairs, 
stipe 1-2 cm long. 


S. Benthamii 


(1) 

Thinly grey-puberulous, 

rescent. 

soon glab- 

(2) 

20-33 cm long. 


(3) 

15-25 mm long. 


(4) 

Much shorter than the 

leaves. 

subsequent 

(5) 

Shorter than the calyx. 


(6) 

6-8 mm long. 


(7) 

Bright yellow, more than twice the 
length of the calyx. 

(8) 

Glabrous, stipe 4-5 cm long. 
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S. bhutanica 

(1) Shrub 1-2 m high. 

(2,) Leaflets 13-21, (4-)7-8(-10) cm long, 
(1. 5-)2.0-2. 5 cm broad, lanceolate 
or oblong, acuminate or slightly 
caudate at the apex. 

(3) Raceme densely flowered, 22-27 cm 
long, 40-60-flowered. 

(4) Pods 7-12 cm long, 10-12 mm thick 
(Fig. 1, e). 


S. Prazeri 

(1) Tree ca. 6 m high (ex Prain). 

(2) 9-13, (2-) 4-6 (-7) cm long, (l-)2cm 
broad, oblong, obtuse or rarely acute. 


(3) Rather lax, (6-) 10-12 cm long, 10- 
15-flowered. 

(4) 7-10 cm long, 7-8 mm thick (Fig. 1, 

f). 


Explanation of Plate XVI 

PI. XVI. Sophora bhutanica Ohashi. Left: An inflorescence of the species, show¬ 
ing the densely flowered raceme and pure white flowers. Right: The species with 
fruits. (Both in May 9, 1967, between Rinchu and Mishichen, Bhutan). 

* * * * 
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H. Ohashi : A new species of Sopliora 







